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By Daniel Schorr 


Washington 

RESIDENT Reagan raised an important issue 

when he said of Lt. Col. Oliver North, the dis- 

charged White House aide who managed the clan- 

destine Nicaragua and Iran operations: “My only criti- 
cism is that I wasn’t told everything.” 

Paraphrasing Sen. Howard Baker’s famous Watergate 
question, “What did the President know and when did he 
know it?” the question now is, “What did the President 
not know and why did he not know it?” 

Surely Mr. Reagan knew that Colonel North, a favor- 
ite of his, a sort of Rambo surrogate known for his 
involvement in risky secret ventures, would resort to 
unconventional means to accomplish presidential ends. 

The President knew that North had ridden herd, for 
the White House, on the mining of Nicaragua's harbors in 
1984. He knew that, when Congress banned military aid 
to the Nicaraguan contras, he had encouraged North to 
seek private and foreign assistance to keep supplies 
the administration could induce Congress 
to reverse its decision. 

Reagan knew - perhaps not in great detail — that his 
aide had managed to create a network of military friends 
from Vietnam days — including two retired major gener- 
als, John Singlaub, Army, and Richard Secord, Air Force 
— to raise the money and charter the planes that deliv- 
ered arms to the Nicaraguan insurgents. 

The President knew, too, that when Robert McFarlane 
left the post of national-security assistant in December 
1985, North would take over the plan for arms deliveries 
to Iran, which became formalized in an “intelligence 
finding” signed by the President on Jan. 17, 1986. 

The President thus created a pocket covert action 
facility within the National Security Council to manage 
secret missions. What, then, was it that he did not know? 

Presumably, he did not know the ingenious way that 
North arranged to advance his two assignments by link- 
ing them together. That is, a markup on weapons for Iran 
would be used to finance the contras. Reagan, had he 
known, might have enjoyed the irony of making 
Ayatollah Khomeini an “angel” for the contras. 

Why did the President not know about the plan that 
he now calls “seriously flawed’? Because the managers 
of secret projects know the importance of maintaining 
presidential “deniability” about impropriety. Presidents 
often state their wishes in general; others implement. 

President Kennedy talked to his aides about “getting 
rid of” Premier Fidel Castro. There were at least eight 
Central Intelligence Agency conspiracies between 1961 
and 1965 to assassinate the Cuban leader. 
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A decade later, the CIA’s Richard Helms testified 
before a Senate investigating committee, “I believe it was 
the policy at the time to try to get rid of Castro, and if 
killing him was one of the things to be done in this 
connection, that was within what was expected... . Any 
of us would have found it very difficult to discuss assas- 
sinations with the President of the United States. I 
believe we all had the feeling that we're hired to keep 
these things out of the Oval Office.” 

Yet, the rigorous investigation turned up no Kennedy 
order for assassination, and all the late President's inti- 
mates testified that it was inconceivable that he would 
have wanted such a thing. 

Similarly, President Nixon, having raged about na- 
tional-security leaks, professed not to know about the 
illegal wiretaps and break-ins employed by the “White 
House Plumbers” engaged to plug such leaks. And, hav- 
ing demanded “total intelligence” about the Democrats, 
he seemed surprised to learn about a break-in on Demo- 
cratic headquarters in June of 1972. 

Without seeking to press the analogy too far, it must 
be noted that Presidents Kennedy, Nixon, es Reagan 


direct action. Undoubtedly, all of them were convinced © 
they were exercising some mystical “inherent powers” 
in the national-security interest. 

There is something disingenuous about making Adm. 
John Poindexter and Colonel North walk the plank for 
the Iran-Nicaragua caper. What did President Reagan 
think would happen when he created a pocket CIA in the 
White House basement to evade the rules and sidestep 
the mandates of Congress? 


Daniel Schorr, who wrote for The Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor from the Benelux countries more than 
three decades ago, is now senior news analyst at 
National Public Radio. 
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Casey says his agency 


STAT a 
By Dick Pothier ls 
and Huntly Collins eC CSS 
Inquirer statt Writers 
CIA Director William J. Casey last 
night reiterated his assertions that question ata day-long sympositumoon = MeTighe Musil. an assocrate arates- 
the intelligence agency did no the Mideast at La Salle. The sympo- sur of Eng.ush and one of 37 1a Satle 
wrong in the Iranian arms deal. in- sium also was held in honor ot \mes. faculty Members who signed : fetter 
stead telling reporters at La Salle Saying American students were of- objecting to the svinposium because 
STAT University, “We did exactly right. ten “woetully lacking” in knowledge — of what they said were Is tle; tc the 
Casey appeared weary as he of other cultures. Helms extolled a CLA. 
climbed the steps at the College letter on the cuitural ditterences be- “L was appalled at the racism. the 
rus 2 - : ~ ’ ow mae t Vas ny ’ 
Union building to attend a dinner PW Se abs aids yer Cane Nat Was xenophobia. the arrogance ‘oward 
honoring Robern. C, Ames. a Philadcl- written by Ames tu intelligence offl- Third World countries.” Musil said 
phia native and 1956 [a Salle gradu- ae their careers with of the letter’s contents, , 
ato w i é 
SObCe oP The S Cnbicenes aah Ames was director of the CIA’s Of- Musil said that the symposium pre- 
ie E = t fice of Analy~is for the Near East and sentations were tilted toward the CIA 
Cea seats South Asia when he died in the Bei: ‘Ylewpoint and that no Arabs were 
asey denied a Wall eae Journal rut bombing April 18, 1983, which 4Mong the speakers. 
icra sro Na a Are UlL killed a total of 49 people. The symposium, which drew a star- 
ios (ran: were being diverted fo ee. Urging students to learn about the studded cast ot Mideast policy ex- 
. world views of different cultures, perts, was defended by Edward 4. 
raguan rebels. Helms said. “It’s a wide, wide world Turzanski, associate director of La 
That's absolutely false. It doesn? out there.” Salle’s alumni office, which co-spon- 
square with the case,” Casey said in Helms’ praise of the letter brought sored the event with the political 
response to reporters questions. an angry response from Caryn science department. 
Casey's aides told reporters that he 
would answer no more questions on 
the arms deal last night and ushered 
him into the banquet room. He was 
to speak after the dinner. 
On Wednesday, Casey had spent 
five hours before a congressional 
STAT committee investigating the contro- 


versial arms sale and testified that 
the CIA had no role in the fund 
transter. 

Earlier yesterday, a former direc- 
tor of the CLA. Richard ms. said it 
was possible that Casey did not know 
about the diversion of those funds. 

“Yes, | think it’s possible. particu- 
larly if he didn't want to be informed 
about it.” Helms said in response toa 


} te I, 


The PR aceon Hnquiear MICH SEL MALLY 


Casey (left) meets Nancy and Bart Hanlon. Ames, the CIA 
official honored by the La Salle symposium, was her brother. 
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